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The image file printout is deemed to be objectionable because it tends to promote the 
exploitation of young persons for sexual purposes. 

The image is an amateur close-up photograph of the genitals of a girl in her mid-teens, with a 
man’s hand splaying her labia. The photograph records the sexual exploitation of the girl by a 
much older man who photographed her in circumstances where she was apparently rendered 
unable to prevent him performing a sexual act on her or taking photographs of the incident. 

If the image was to be shared, along with details of the incident and the girl’s identity, this 
dissemination would amount to further exploitation of the girl. Such an outcome would also tend 
to create or reinforce a sexual interest in girls in their mid-teens by suggesting that they are 
available for sexual use. The effect is to encourage the sexual exploitation of young and 
vulnerable members of society. 


The classification of this publication interferes with the right to freedom of expression set out in 
the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990. However, this is an outcome that is consistent with 






Parliament's intention and is a reasonable limitation on the freedom of expression. The 
classification reflects the concern of a free and democratic society to limit the availability of 
publications that tend to promote the exploitation of young persons for sexual purposes. 



